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Urban IV, elected Pope in the following year, was French,
and he sought support in France against Manfred. Charles
of Anjou, brother of St. Louis, was promised Sicily if he
championed the cause of the Church, and he accepted eagerly.
The Guelphs in Italy rallied to Charles against the Ghibelline
Manfred, and the victory went to Charles when the two
armies met at Benevento in March, 1266. Manfred was
killed in the battle, and the Church, which could not forgive
its foe even in 'death, had his grave rifled and his remains
buried in obscurity.
Some of the cardinals had become suspicious of the
ambitions of Charles of Anjou, but Clement IV, the successor
of Urban, had been attached to the court of France, and he
put his faith in the French prince. The Church could not
afford to antagonise Charles, for another Ghibelline had to be
crushed before the triumph of the Church was complete.
Manfred had held for himself the Italian territories of the
Empire, but he had left his nephew, Conradin, in possession
of Germany. Conradin, not yet twenty, entered the lists
against Charles, and crossed the Alps with a large army. In
August, 1268, he fought Charles at Tagliacozzo, and after
a battle lasting all day was utterly routed. Conradin him-
self, the last of the house of Hohenstaufen, was captured and
put to death.
The contest of generations between the Holy See and the
Hohenstaufen had ended with what might be claimed as a
victory for the Church, but it was a victory for which a heavy
price had to be paid. The struggle had emptied the papal
coffers and played havoc with all discipline. The prestige
of the Holy See had waned dismally 5 Pope and anti-pope had
at times been indistinguishable, at other times the nominee of
the Empire had definitely triumphed over the nominee of
the Church, Christendom had heard the pontiffs, chased
contemptuously from the Eternal City, beseeching the aid of
secular princes whom once they had commanded 5 had seen